🌱 LEVEL 1 — Discovery Tools
Safe, intuitive, sensory-rich tools that build confidence and body awareness.
Tools
· Hand brushes (for clearing work surfaces)
· Sandpaper (coarse → fine)
· Wooden mallets
· Clamps (squeeze clamps, small bar clamps)
· Hand brooms + dustpans
· Measuring sticks / rulers
· Charcoal or pencils for marking wood
What children learn
· How to stabilize materials
· How to use two hands together
· How to apply gentle force
· How to work within a boundary (tool circle)
· How to return tools to their “home”
Why these tools come first
They build the habits of tool use—slow hands, steady bodies, attention to space—without introducing sharp edges or high-risk motions.
🌿 LEVEL 2 — Beginner Cutting & Joining Tools
Tools that introduce real transformation of wood with low risk.
Tools
· Real hammers (lightweight)
· Short nails
· Hand drills / eggbeater drills
· Bench hooks or sawing blocks
· Small pull saws (with adult hand-over-hand support)
· Rasps and files
· Hand-held screwdrivers
· Softwood offcuts for practice
What children learn
· How to create holes
· How to drive nails safely
· How to saw with a guide
· How to stabilize wood with clamps
· How to shape wood with rasping motions
· How to read grain direction
Why these tools come next
They introduce real woodworking while keeping risk manageable. Children begin to understand force, resistance, and the relationship between tool and material.
🌳 LEVEL 3 — Intermediate Shaping & Cutting Tools
Tools that require more precision, strength, and awareness of angles.
Tools
· Coping saws (for curves)
· Hand planes (small block planes)
· Larger hand drills with multiple bits
· Measuring tape
· Squares and angle tools
· Small carving knives (with strict boundaries)
· Wooden mallets for controlled striking
What children learn
· How to plan a cut
· How to adjust angle and pressure
· How to carve with the grain
· How to create smooth surfaces
· How to measure accurately
· How to work with more independence
Why these tools come now
Children at this stage can regulate their bodies better, anticipate consequences, and sustain attention. They’re ready for tools that require finesse and intentionality.
🌲 LEVEL 4 — Advanced Hand Tools
Tools that introduce higher risk and require strong technique, focus, and emotional steadiness.
Tools
· Bow saws (for larger cuts)
· Chisels (with mallet)
· Hand augers (deep drilling)
· Full carving knives
· Ratcheting screwdrivers
· Larger planes
· Small spokeshaves
What children learn
· How to manage sharp edges with respect
· How to create joints (lap joints, dowel joints)
· How to remove controlled amounts of material
· How to maintain tools (sharpening basics)
· How to work collaboratively on larger builds
Why these tools come later
They require strength, coordination, and the ability to pause when frustrated—skills that develop with age and practice.
🌾 LEVEL 5 — Mastery & Leadership Tools
Tools used for complex builds, requiring judgment, patience, and mentorship.
Tools
· Full-size bow saws
· Chisels for joinery
· Carving sets (detail knives, gouges)
· Hand augers for structural holes
· Drawknives (only with 1:1 adult support)
· Tool maintenance tools (files, honing stones)
What children learn
· How to design multi-step projects
· How to lead younger children in safe tool use
· How to troubleshoot structural issues
· How to refine craftsmanship
· How to care for tools as community assets
Why these tools are last
They require the highest level of body control, foresight, and emotional maturity. Children at this stage become stewards of the tool culture.






Tool Use Chart for: _____________________________    Dates: _____, ______, ______, _____

	Level
	Tools
	Mastered?
	Comments

	1
	Brushes
	
	

	
	Sandpaper (fine, medium, coarse grit)
	
	

	
	Wooden Mallets
	
	

	
	Clamps
	
	

	2
	Hammers
	
	

	
	Hand drills
	
	

	
	Small pull saws
	
	

	
	Rasps
	
	

	3
	Coping saws
	
	

	
	Planes
	
	

	
	Carving knives
	
	

	4
	Small Bow saws
	
	

	
	Chisels
	
	

	
	Hand Augur
	
	

	
	Hacksaws for Wood
	
	

	5
	Chisels and wooden mallets
	
	

	
	Dowel making tools (plates, rubber mallets)
	
	

	
	Coping Saws
	
	

	5
	Japanese Pull Saw
	
	

	
	Small Gouges
	
	

	
	Spokeshave
	
	

	
	Sloyd Knife
	
	



